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note – paragraphs have been added to make for easier reading 

 

I VINCENT MATHEWS, of Mathews field, Cornwal Precinct, Orange County, Esquire, being in 

a comfortable state of health, do this 12th day of March 1783, make my last will and testament.   

 

I leave to my two sons, Fletcher and James Mathews, and my daughter Bridget Jones, together 

with the children of my son David, all my lands of Western hook in Albany County which came 

to me by my first wife, Catalina Abeel, equally divided amongst them, one fourth to Fletcher, 

one fourth to James, one fourth to Bridget Jones, and one fourth to the children of David.   

 

To my sons, Fletcher and James and the children of David and to my daughter Elizabeth 

Beekman, all the residue of my real estate in the State of New York, the State of Connecticut or 

elsewhere, one fourth to each.   

 

It is my will that my children and grandchildren divide my estate as aforesaid in as short a time 

after my decease as they or any two of my children shall agree to such division, first giving 

three months notice in one or more of the Public newspapers of this State, and if they do not 

agree within six months then my executors to make a division, provided always that if my said 

son Fletcher shall refuse to come to a division of that part of my estate at Western hook, 

aforesaid, and to make releases to the said James, Bridget Jones and the children of David when 

thereto required, he shall be barred from any right or title to any part of my estate herein given 

him, and provided also that if my said son Fletcher shall produce any account against me after 

my decease, such account shall be deducted out of that part of my estate herein given him, and 

provided likewise that if my aforesaid son David doth not take up and cancel a bond in which I 

was security for him to George Foliet, of the City of New york, merchantt, for a certain sum, the 

amount of the same when my executors shall be called upon for its payment shall be deducted 

out of that part of my estate devised to the children of my said son David.  

 

To my said daughter Elizabeth Beekman, my jewels and plate which my late wife Elizabeth 

brought to my house at Mathewsfield.   

 

All the remainder of my personal estate to be divided in the following manner, one fourth each 

to my son Fletcher, to my son James, the children of David and to my daughter Elizabeth 

Beekman, but if Fletcher refuse to comply with the directions heretofore given as to lands at 

Western hook then he to be barred of receiving any of my personal estate, and in such case it to 

be divided as follows: one third to James, one third to the children of David, and one third to 

Elizabeth.   

 



My execturos to sell that part of my estate, real and personal, devised to the children of my son 

David and to pay them the money or equal shares as they arrive at full age.   

 

I appoint my son James, my son-in-law Theophilus Beekman, and my friend, Mr John Ellison of 

Ulster County, executors.   Witnesses, William Hudson, Richard Goldsmith, Thomas Moffat, of 

Cornwall Precenct, Orange County, Esquire. Proved New York 21 June 1784. 

 

 

Do you want to know more?  

Link to Vincent Mathews in database 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/getperson.php?personID=I3649&tree=mkchest

