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Will of Jonathan Brooks of Orange County New York; written 21 August 1811; probated 11 October 

1811; New York Wills and Probate Records - Orange County. 

 

In the name of God Amen, Know ye all by these presents that I Jonathan Brooks of the Town of 

Blooming Grove, County of Orange and State of New York, being in a low state of health but 

perfectly sound in mind and memory, I make and ordain this my last will and testament that is 

to . . I deliver my soul to the one only God of the Universe and my body to the grave to be 

buried in a decent manner in my own burying ground and with as little ceremony as possible. 

 

First of all I wish my executors to pay my funeral charges and all my just and lawful debts. 

 

Secondly I give unto my son Fletcher M and daughter Esther all that lot or parcel of Land which 

was purchased by Fletcher Mathews from Hildridge and Chambers situate lying in the County 

and State aforesaid equally to be divided after my son Fletcher M shall arrive to the age of 

twenty one . .  

 

I give to my son Benjamin Franklin all that lot of land known by the name of the Church Lot 

and which I at present have in possession being in the Town of Blooming Grove County and 

State aforesaid. 

 

I put my Executors in possession of the above named lot of Land known by the name of the 

Church lot immediately at my death to be rented and for to pay for the schooling and clothing 

of my above named son Benjamin Franklin likewise give unto my son Benjamin Franklin all my 

lot of land in the Western Country which I purchased from Captain Mason Walter(?) 

 

I give my executors power to sale the said Western Lot of land for the benefit of my above 

named son Benjamin Franklin if the executors may deem it proper. 

 

Further I give to my daughter Esther two feather beds and bedding with a . .  of blue and white 

curtains and a large leather trunk which came by her mother and all the pictures now hanging 

in this house. 

 

Likewise I give unto my son Fletcher M two feather beds and bedding, a three year old colt 

call'd Jacob out of the Dunganon.   

 

Likewise I give to my son Benjamin Franklin the colt which now . . the mare got by Kingston to 

be . . at my expence. 

 

I give my black man Abner his freedom in two years from the time of my death. 

 



I give my executors power to sell all my moveable property which is not will way and the same 

to be divided equally between my sons Fletcher M, Benjamin Franklin and daughter Esther.  

 

 I constitute make and appoint my trusty friends David Dill, Stephen Jackson, and William 

Mulenner my executors.  Willed and giving ratifying and confirming in this my last will and 

testament in witness whereof have hereunto put my hand and seal this twenty first day of 

August Eighteen hundred and eleven. 

 

Signed Sealed and published . . in the presence . . Johannes Duker, Albert Schoonmaker, John 

Duker. 

Jonathan Brooks  

 

Note - On 14 October 1811, Executors declining - the administration of the estate of Jonathan 

Brooks was given over to John I Brooks of Blooming Grove. 

 

 

Do you want to know more? 

Link to Jonathan Brooks in database 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/getperson.php?personID=I3683&tree=mkchest    

Link to Catherine Mathews in database 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/getperson.php?personID=I3668&tree=mkchest   

Sketch: Jonathan Brooks, A Collection of Records 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/sketches/SkchA017_jonathanbrooks.pdf  
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