
Obituary:  Hannah Mathews Towar 

 

Took Keen Interest in Public Questions to the Last 

 

Mrs Hannah M Towar, 103 years old, and believed to have been Detroit's oldest resident, died 

Wednesday morning in her home,  No 84 Ledyard Street from the effects of grippe, from which 

she had suffered about two weeks.  

 

 Mrs Towar, despite her advanced years, was remarkably hale and active.  She retained her 

mental faculties to the end, and was quite up-to-date in her knowledge and interest in world 

events.  Until recently Mrs Towar had read books, newspapers and magazines for herself, but to 

avoid all unnecessary strain upon her eyes, of late she had been content to have others read to 

her.  She was keenly interested in all public questions and could discuss them intelligently.   

 

Mrs Towar was born in central New York state and came to Detroit as a young woman.  She 

had lived in this city upwards of 60 years, and resided in the home, No 84 Ledyard Street for 35 

years.  Her husband, George W Towar, who founded the Towar Creamery Co, died in 1896.  Of 

a large family of sons and daughters, only three sons survive: Edgar H Towar of Morristown 

NJ; Col Albert S Towar, USA retired, and Frank J Towar, both of Detroit.  There are 16 

grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.  

 

While funeral arrangements have not been entirely completed, the services will be held 

probably on Friday afternoon, in the home, with the Rev William Beal Gantz, pastor of 

Westminster Presbyterian church in charge.  Mrs Towar had been of member of Westminster 

church since she first came to Detroit, and until her recent illness was active in her interest in 

the church and its welfare.  

 

[source] Detroit Times (Detroit Michigan); 20 January 1916. 

 

 

Do you want to know more?  

Link to Hannah Mathews in the database 

 

 

Obituary of Hannah Mathews; prepared by Pamela Hutchison Garrett for John Markham of 

Chesterfield website; 2018. 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/getperson.php?personID=I4183&tree=mkchest

