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A Mathews family history (Ancestry and descendants of Hannah Mathews Towar; Susan Sayre 

Galsworth, 1922) gives over this account of Peter Mathews, son of James Mathews and Hannah 

Strong:  

 

Peter, who went as a pioneer to Michigan, where nobody kept records, apparently. 

 

Fortunately, with the advent of more readily available records, a little more can be learned 

about Peter Mathews today.  My best clue came from a biographical account written for Selah 

M Wilcox, in Portrait and Biographical Record of Genesee, Lapeer and Tuscola Counties, 

Michigan: Containing Biographical Sketches . . . Chapman Bros., 1892.  It mention Selah's 

parents as Mark Wilcox and Hannah Mathews, and goes on to say, "The father of Hannah 

Mathews was Peter Mathews, one of the early settlers of DeWitt County, who finally went to Illinois, 

where he made his final home at Belvidere, Boone County." 

 

Peter Mathews was born about 1770 in Orange county New York.  Around 1790, he probably 

migrated to Elmira, Chemung county New York with other members of his family.  That may 

be the place where he met and married Rebecca Birney, daughter of Henry Birney and Rachel 

Shears.  

 

The bio of Selah Wilcox, mentioned above, helps in putting together a timeline of movement for 

Peter Mathews' daughter Hannah Mathews.  It suggests that the Mathews family moved from 

New York to Michigan in the 1820's.  I have not been able to identify records related to Peter 

Mathews in Michigan, and find that there is no Dewitt county in the state of Michigan. Other 

clues connected with Hannah Mathews suggest that the family might have been living in or 

near Detroit approximately 1825-1838.  There is a DeWitt township in Clinton county Michigan, 

about one hundred miles distant from Detroit.   

 

Good evidence of Peter Mathews begins to appear in Belvidere, Boone county Illinois, about 

1838.   

 

[Deaths reported] At Belvidere, Ill, 6th inst, Peter Mathews, aged 81 years.  He was born in 

Orange Co, NY and emigrated with his brother, Hon Vincent Mathews, of Rochester to the 

western part of New York, when the country was new.  He afterward moved with his family 

and settled in Michigan, whence he removed to Illinois.  

[source]  Commercial Advertiser (New York, New York); 24 July 1849.  

 

 

 

 

 



A group of records that are likely to be related to the family of Peter Mathews:  

 

First Presbyterian Church; Belvidere, Boone Co. Illinois; Church Member Records as of 1853; 

Manual of Information Compiled From Church Records; Transcribed By Martin W. Johnson 

Mrs E Matthews, 1844; received by letter  

P Matthews, 1843; received by profession, deceased 

Mark Wilcox 1843; received by profession, excommunicated 

  

List Of Early Settlers To Boone County, Illinois Before 1851; Source: Belvidere Standard 

Newspaper, pub. June 18, 1872 

Transcribed By Martin W. Johnson  

Mrs John Mathews, 1838. 

 

Index to 1839 - 1962 Boone County Probate Records; including Probate, Guardian, Executor, 

Conservator, Administrator files; transcribed by Martin W Johnson. 

Number after name is File Number, which are chronologically numbered on microfilm rolls at 

Boone county court house.  

Peter Mathews Jr; 24; executor appointed after death 

Peter Mathews; 108; conservator appointed before death; administrator appointed after death 

Sarah Loop; 41; probate of will, file missing 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



1840 Census of Boone county Illinois; Belvidere 

listed together -  

John R King  

John Matthews  (couple, ages 40-50, with two sons) 

Peter Matthews (1m10-14; 1m20-29; 1m70-79; 1f60-69) 

James Matthews  (young married couple) 

Mark Wilcox 

 

Petition to sell Real Estate 

Notice is hereby given that the administrators of the estate of Peter Mathews, deceased, late of 

the county of Boone, and the State of Illinois, will present their petition to the County Court of 

Boone county, to be held at Belvidere in said county on the third Monday of September next, for 

permission to sell the west half of the southeast quarter of section No 20 in township No. 44 

north, range 3 east in said county, except 20 acres off the south end of the same, heretofore 

conveyed to Erwin Morgan.  Sid lands to be sold in payment of the debts due from said estate, 

there being insufficient personal property to satisfy the same.  All persons interested in the said 

real estate are requested to appear at the said court, and show cause, if any, why the same shall 

not be sold for the purposes aforesaid.   

HC Walker 

NC Amsden 

Adm'rs of the estate of Peter Mathews, dec'd. Belvidere, July 8th, 1850. 

[source]  Wednesday, July 17, 1850   Paper: Rockford Forum (Rockford, Illinois)   Page: 4     

 

1850 Census of Boone county Illinois; Belvidere; family #74 

John Mathews; 52 (1798) new york; laborer 

Mary A Mathews; 50 (1800) pennsylvania 

Strong Mathews; 23 (1827) new york, laborer 

Peter Mathews; 21 (1829) new york, lumberman 

 

1850 Census of Boone county Illinois; Belvidere; family #80 

James Mathews; 38 (1812) new york, laborer 

Elizabeth Mathews; 28 (1822) new york 

Mary C Mathews; 9 (1841) illinois 

 

1850 Census of Portage county Wisconsin; Stevens Point  

Strong Mathews; 25 (1825) New York; laborer 

note - Strong Mathews is listed with a group of men staying in a hotel.  They are grouped under 

a man named Angus McCauley (lumberman) and it suggests that they might all be working for 

him.  This fits well with the 1850 census above.  I think they describe the same man. 

 

 

 

 



1860 Census of Boone county Illinois, Belvidere 

John Mathews; 61 (1799) new york 

Mary A Mathews; 60 (1800) pennsylvania  

 

1860 Census of Hamilton county Ohio; Mill Creek township 

Strong Matthews; 33 (1827) New York; teamster 

Elizabeth Matthews; 22 (1838) Ohio 

Elizabeth Matthews; 5 (1855) Wisconsin 

Emeline Matthews; 3 (1857) Illinois 

Thomas J Morrow; 48 (1812) Maine 

Jonathan C Ward; 24 (1836) Pennsylvania 

 

next door -  

1860 Census of Hamilton county Ohio; Mill Creek township 

Peter Matthews; 29 (1831)  New York; Omnibus ? 

Mary Matthews; 25 (1835) Ohio  

Mary Ann Matthews;  2 (1858) Ohio   

Alice Matthews; 0 (1860) Ohio   

 

 

A group of biographical "snips" that are helpful in understanding relationships for Peter 

Mathews family: 

 

"Peter Mathews: Removed to the State of Michigan. He married, but the name of his wife is not 

given. His children were John, Peter, and Hannah." 

[source]  General Daniel Bissell:  his ancestors and descendants; Edith Jessop, 1927.  

 

 

Clues on the Mathews family from a bio of Selah M Wilcox:  

Selah M Wilcox; It is with pleasure that we recount the life history of those residents of Arhela 

Township, Tuscola County, who had their birth in the Wolverine State, and it is gratifying to 

know that those whose training and culture have been largely or altogether within the bounds 

of the Wolverine State have shown themselves citizens of value in the community. Mr. Wilcox 

was born October 1, 1835, and is a son of Mark and Hannah ( Mathews) Wilcox, who were both 

born in New York, but were not married until after coming to Michigan. To them were born 

three sons and three daughters.  The father of Hannah Mathews was Peter Mathews, one of 

the early settlers of DeWitt County, who finally went to Illinois, where he made his final 

home at Belvidere, Boone County. Mark Wilcox came to Michigan when a young man and first 

settled in Detroit, and was there married. He came to Arbela Township in 1855, and was here a 

pioneer, beginning as a poor man and settling on eighty acres which our subject now owns. He 

was a Methodist and his wife a Presbyterian. His death occurred in 1864, and his wife died in 

1890, at the age of eighty-eight years. Our subject was reared in Michigan during his first three 

years, when he went with his parents to Illinois, and was seventeen years old when they 



returned. He lived in Oakland County for four years and worked in the lumber woods, 

remaining with his parents until they died. (continues) 

[source]  Portrait and Biographical Record of Genesee, Lapeer and Tuscola Counties, Michigan: 

Containing Biographical Sketches . . . Chapman Bros., 1892.  

 

More clues on the Mathews family from another bio of Selah M Wilcox:  

Selah M Wilcox, farmer, was born in Troy, Oakland County, Mich., October 1, 1835. He went 

with his parents to Illinois when about three years of age, and, some fourteen years later, came 

with them to Arbela. His youth was mostly spent in clearing and improving the home lands, 

and preparing them for a pleasant future home . . .  Mr. Wilcox's parents, Mark and Hannah 

Wilcox, formerly from near Detroit, but later of Illinois, came to Arbela about twentyeight years 

ago, and settled on section 15. When they got to Mr. L. D. Haines' they found it almost 

impossible to proceed further, and had to get ox teams to help draw their loads through the 

mud and water holes, and yet they were some six hours in getting through the last mile of the 

road. Mr. W. had ill health; the work and the times were hard, and the boys sometimes became 

discouraged, but being encouraged again and again by their mother, they remained at work, 

overcame the adversities of pioneer life, and have now attained to comfort and plenty. The 

children in the family were Rebecca Ann, Selah M., George, Caroline A., Byron and Julia. Mr. 

Mark Wilcox has been dead about eighteen years, and Mrs. Wilcox resides with her son, Selah 

M. Her religious choice is the Presbyterian Church. Beside her above mentioned pioneer efforts, 

she accompanied her family in fulfilling a homestead claim, and lived some time in a log cabin, 

only five logs high, with some loose slanting boards as their only covering.  

[source]  History of Tuscola and Bay Counties, Michigan; Chicago, Ill; HR Page and Co, 1883. 

 

A note on the Birney family:  

Henry Birney was for a number of years a prominent man in the neighborhood where he lived. 

his wife belonged to a Wyoming [Pennsylvania] family and died in 1809. In a paragraph 

announcing her death, a Wyoming paper says she encountered great hardships and the 

sufferings peculiar to the times and place in which she lived. She was buried in an old burying 

ground near where Dr. Clagget lives, in Standing Stone. Mr. Birney sold his farm to Jonathan 

Stevens in 1812, and moved to the Scioto, in Ohio with his daughter Hannah. He made the 

journey on horseback. Here he died past eighty years of age. He was a soldier in the 

Revolutionary War, as is attested by numerous documents. Among the New England people his 

name was usually pronounced and frequently written Barney. He had one son and five 

daughters . . . Of the daughters, Sarah married Capt. Peter Loop, one of the commissioners of 

the Susquehanna company, and whose name is affixed to many of their grants. In order to 

avoid what seemed to be an endless dispute about title, he moved first to Elmira [New York], 

then up the Cohocton, above Painted Post, where he was an influential citizen.  Rebecca 

married Peter Matthews, and moved to Belvidere, Ill.  

[source]  History of Bradford County 1770 - 1878; David Craft.  

 

 

 



An added note on Peter Loop, brother-in-law of Peter Mathews:  

He [Peter Loop] died in Bath, Steuben County, New York, in January, 1825. Within a few years 

of his death most of the rest of the family, along with his widow [Sarah Birney Loop], removed 

to Belvidere in Boone County, Illinois. She died there September 24, probably 1846. 

 

A note from Pam Garrett on the Towner family:  

Researcher Martin M Johnson has made significant contributions to the history of Boone county 

Illinois by preparing and submitting reams of helpful information to several internet genealogy 

sites.  Thank you Martin!  This "snip" comes from a book titled "Past & Present Of Boone 

County Illinois", 1877.  It describes the journey of John K Towner and his wife, Hannah Loop 

Towner (daughter of Peter Loop and Sarah Birney) from their home in Bath, Steuben county 

New York, to Boone county Illinois, in 1835.  They mention a stopover with Mrs Towner aunt, 

Mrs Mathews' in Detroit.  This would be Rebecca Birney Mathews, wife of Peter Mathews.  

Only a small portion of the story is given here.  I do recommend seeking out the complete 

version.  

About the 4th of June, 1835, John K. Towner, wife and eight children, with their worldly goods packed in 

a wagon made expressly for the occasion, turned their backs upon the village of Avoca, in the town of 

Bath, County of Steuben, N. Y., to find a new home in Michigan. It had been Mr. Towner's purpose to 

make the trip alone-to go and spy out a new home in Michigan, and then return for his family; but to this 

proposition Mrs. T. would not consent, and bidding relatives and friends "good-by," they started on their 

journey, passing through Canada and entering Michigan at Detroit. Near Detroit they stopped with a 

sister of Mrs. Towner's mother (a Mrs. Mathews), until Mrs. Towner could rest up, her health being 

poor, and to allow Mr. Towner time to select a location for a future home. Not finding the situation and 

surroundings in that State to his liking, and hearing a good deal of Chicago, Mr. Towner left his wife and 

children among her friends, and started via the lake, for that city. On the way across the lake he was 

overtaken by sickness, and was compelled to lay up for a few days at the old Tremont House for treatment 

and rest . . .  The Rock River country at that time was a great center of attraction among people hunting 

new homes, and its natural beauty and wealth of soil was highly praised, and Mr. Towner determined to 

visit that new El Dorado . . . 


